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State Takeover

the orincipal of UP Academy Leonard Mi

ddle School in Lawrence, Mass.,

rallies with teachers before students arrive.

Gives Mass. District a Fresh Start
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Science Standards
Pop Up in Districts
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than five years i

ive Shoots are spro t:n

later, posi-

_ The percentage
of Lawrence stude. ts scoring proficient on
state math assessments increased from 28
percent in 2011 to 41 percent last year, and
those proficient in English/language arts
moved from 41 percent to 44 percent. The
number of Level 1 schools—those that meet
state performance targets and are not among
the state’s bottom 20 percent—has nisen from
EWe ‘:- 2011 to six in 2014. And in schools that
are labeled as Level 3 or Level 4—still a ma-

jority of the district’s 33 schools—students

AT 10

Undocumented Students Strive to Adapt

me Sc hools H

elp Youths Get
I~‘ ythold in Language, Culture
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Kevin tfaced a ?raum‘i’.i:‘ journey to tne
United States in search of a better life
s & r 3 » -t o .

The 19 ;r_{‘.: d")(.ll'h*‘* ‘C ”nn‘.'m':mt

lenges when bi am-cd in the Lr:.td: States
- s"*‘oeé.
the laughs of classmates pok-
ing fun at his halting En;_n-'n Then came the
;.-u—zzle«;‘ looks from teachers struggling to un-
derstand those same words.
But a new place in the same place has made
all the difference for Kevin.
The teenager is ane of 200 students enrolled
in the first-vear International Academy for
English-language learners at the District of

B ;__
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Students in the District of Columbia’s
international Academy at Cardozo Education
Campus, immigrants from Central America and
Asia work on an assignment in history class.

Columbia’s Cardozo Education Campus, a
school-within-a-school for students who ar-
rived in the United States within the past 18

months.
The struggles and successes of Cardozo’s
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frik Jacobs for tducation Week

Greg Kahn for Education Week

Some Balk

As Testing
Rolls Ahead

()p Out’ ;
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W0 have parents opt students out o f state
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and effective political movement re
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Agqvocates. standardized-testung oppo-

nents, and observers continue to debate
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the demographics of particapating parents
hurt or strengthen the cause
ents in New York
disputes over the fiscal 2016 bw}gr:f. ratch-
eted up tensions over the role of testing in
state policy, show how the opt-out cam-
paign can gain traction. After years of nego-
tiations and disagreements with the state
over evaluations, the 600 ,000-member

New York State United Teachers called on
parents o op' their children out of exams

aligned with the Common Core State Stan-
dards, and tens of thousands reportedly
have done s0

And in a sharp counterpoint to social-
media monitoring conducted on behalf of
the testing company Pearson to watch for
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Nevada Exams
Hit Tech Trouble

By Michele Molnar
& Andrew Ujifusa

When breakdowns disrupted Nevada's
online testing last month, state officials
were left searching for answers—and
they blamed a vendor charged with
administering the test, as well as the
consortium of states that designed the
common-core-aligned exams.

But the testing provider accused of
botching the assessments, Measured
Progress, has said the responsibility lies
at least partly with another vendor, the
Amenican Institutes for Research, which
it claims was late in delivering cntical
software needed to make sure the exams
could be administered smoothly.

The dust-up is the latest of the battles
that have erupted in a number of states,
including California and New Mexico,
over common-core testing contracts.
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